IN REFLY REFER TO(

United States Department of the Interior A
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
CALIFORNIA STATE OFFICE

2800 Cottage Way : i
Sacramento, California 95825

NOV 2 3 1967

Mermovandum

To: Director, WO 509, Room 3061, MIB
From: State Director, California
Subject: Atlas Asbestos Mine

We recently discussed with Bernie Hyde and our Regional Solicitor's
office, our ongoing coordination with Region IX of the Environmental
Protection Agency regarding the Atlas Asbestos Mine. EPA's letter of
October 13, 1987, copy attached, requests the Bureau take certain
actions, particularly an involvement in the ongoing Remedial
Investigation/Feasibi11ty Study (R1/FS) effort and in implementing
interim corrective measures. I request the following:

T, An opinion by either or both the DOI soiicitor and/or the
Department of Justice concerning the Bureau's responsibility
as well as 11abi1ity under the Comprehensive Environmental
Responce, Compensation and Liability Act of 1380, 42 Usc 9601
‘g%. seq (CERCLAY as 1t relates to the Atlas Mine superfund
site,

2. The Bureau's responsibility as well as 1iability 1f we are
fgund to ba a prinniple responsihle party on the Atlas Mine
sita.

Bacause of the Atlas and Coalinga Project Schedule (see enclosure 2), 1t
is imperative the answer to the questions be resclved prior to EPA
completing the remedial investigation on Apri) 29, 1988.

We plan to initiate a pre?120 agreement{with Region IX of the EPA within
the next 30 days. A copy © atagresment will be forwarded to you upon
consummation. We also 1ntend to continug mplementing measures identi-

fied in the Hollister RMP {e.g., controlling access in order to further
minimize erosion).

e

2 Attachments
1. EPA letter, Dctober 13, 1987 (6 pp.}
5. Atlas and Coalinga Project Schedule (2 pp.}

¢c!
DM, Bakersfield
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@} UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENGY % Wit Data,
t

REGION IX b
216 Fremont Streat T ADMIN o
San Frantisco, Ca. 94106 . 3] HES —
-1 s
13 October 1987 e ___g%als -
?-ﬁ-” “_,.b"w' - —
b

Mr. Ed Hastey et

State Director RO Y S ——
Bureau of Land Management \w ¢

2800 Cottage Way, Room. E-2841 /Q/ja
Sacramento, CA 95825

Re: Atlas Asbestos Mine Site /7}/’5?

Property Owned by Bureau of Land Management
Coalinga, California

Doar Mr. Hastey:

I would like to express my appreciation for you and your
staff taking the time to meet with John Wise and EPA staff
on August 31, The meeting was very informative for both
BLM and EPA.

As we discussed, the Atlas Asbeéstos Mine (located near
Coalinga, California) has been designated as a Superfund site
by the U.5. Bnvironmental Protection Agency (EPA) under the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensatlon and Liability
informs you about the Superfund process in general, EPA's :
actions at the Atlas Asbestos mine, and BLM's status as a .ﬁ?
responsible party. -

Once an area 1s deslgnaeted a Superfund site, the following
progess la implemented. First, the site is thoroughly investigated
in order to quantify the amountyof hazardous material at the
site and to quantify the risk that the material poses to the
community., Activities which eliminate or minimize the risk
will alsc ba identified at that time, This activity {s called
the Remedial Investigation/Peasibility Study (RI/FS). After
the RI/F8 1s completed; EPE-wiTr dwctde—wirtoh~¢leanup remedy is
needed. Onc¢e the cleanup remedy has been chosen, it lg designed
and implemented, The entire process may take several years,
sc 1f an immediate health threat is discovered, emergency
response actions can also bhe taken to eliminate or minimize
the threat.
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EPA is currently conducting the RI/FS at the Atlas Asbestos
glte pursuant to Section 104 of CERCLA, and will continue
such activities unless we determine that a responaible
party will properly conduct the study in a manner consistent
with the Natlonal Contingency Plan (Title 40, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 300) and EPA's RI/F8 guidances.

Responsible parties under CERCLA inolude current and
past land owners and operators, as well as persons who generate
the hazardous substahces or were invelved in their transport,

treatment, or dlsposal, Based on public records concerning
ownership of the site, EPA believes that BLM may be & responsible

party. More specifically, these regords show that the Bureau
of Land Managemenf owna the Atlas Asbestos site,

Under Section 106(a) and 107(a) of CERCLA,; responsible ‘ -**4(’
partles may be required to implement any needed response + ‘
to a release or threatened ral ‘axdeﬂﬁﬂswbstaﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂfmﬂ

to the environment, and be ma¥y liable for expenditures for [
investigation, planning, cleanup of the site, and enforcement.

With the reauthorization and amendment of CERGQLA on October
17, 1986, thess reguirements have taken on new significance.
For the first time, it is explicitly cleaxr that Pederal
Agencles are required to implement CERCLA programs at all NPL
gites in a manner consistent with all EPA guidelines, rules,
regulations and criteria (see CERCLA Sectilon 120). By this..
letter,~ERA-—notlfies BIM of pogential liability with reqs

to this matter and encolFddRe. BILM TD asilSkb ERA Ll ndassal
the RI/ES and-prepare.fox undertakingele -abinibles

which will be overseen by EFA,

Foimarian b

EPA has determined that a release of hazardous substances,
a8 defined by Secticn 101{(14}) of CERCLA, has occurred at the
Atlas facility. At the present time, asbestos, chromium, and
other metals have been found in soil, air and surface water
samples at the site. The site has been ildentified as a
probable source of waterborne asbestos in the Californla
Aqueduct and as a source of amblent asbestos in air samples
taken near the site and in the town of Coalinga. As a result
of such contaminatlon, users of surface waters of Log Gatos
Creek, California Aqueduct users, residents of Coalinga,
Huron and Avenol and wildlife in the area may potentially be
exposed to the contaminants in levels harmful to human health
or the environment. In addition, the potential exists for
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dirset public exposure te highly contaminated solls and/or
surface waters in unsecured areas of the site.

EPA is now consldering further response actions in the area,
This letter invites BLM to participate in these activities by
asslsting EPA. Studies which must be conducted to address

the situation at the Atlas Asbestos site include:

1. Further investigations to identify the local
meterological and geolegical characteristics and
to define the nature and extent of soil, air and
surface water contamination at the site; and,

2, Feasiblility studies to evaluate possible remedial
actlons to remove or contaln hazardous substances,
pollutants, and gontaminants at the site.

During and/or after completian of the above studies, BLM
may be asked to undertake, or may he liable for, implementation
ef poyrootivo moReures necesEary to pratect the pohlin health,
walfare, or the snvironment. Such measures may include, but are
tiot limited to:

1. Diverting streams around the mining overburden and
tailings plles te reduce srosion;

e T TR S bt At < -

2, Designing and implementing the EPA-~approved
final remedy; and

BT~ S VN TN

3. Providing any monitoring and malntenanace
necessary after remedial measures are com-
pleted.

In addlition, EPA would like to discuss having BLM implement
interim corrective measures to secure the site in order to
prevent any contact with any hazardous substances that may be

present at ‘the site, Specifically, EPA would like BIM to

install at.least.a 6~foot high locked nipa pan & across

R =iy

ail access roada, set deep In concrete.duriog November. JT9R7..
To FUEtheT reduce the potentlal for unauthorized people to
gain access Lo the site, zigns should be posted on the road
leading to the site that give & warning ¢f the asbestos waste
per EPA'a specifications. . These signs should be at least 4 by

,3-feet in size and sgghignﬁé in Bnglish aRd Spaniffy """~

et Baa e g Y A g

e B T Y

L L

e . . e wgna
L o i e, SN 1 b LD e 0




v — S O B ST S T Y o T 1o R ] P

n

.

As we discussed, EPA would like to meet regarding these
lgaues with you or your staff so that EPA and BIM can have a
mutual vndaratanding nf how RTM will perticinate in future
investigatlons and cleanup activities. A commltment to
remain consistent with EPA RI/FS guldances and policles must
be made through an interagency agreement, To that end, my
stafg will be sending you a draft interagency gggggmgg&_i&_
Qqtober, ,

We would appreclate a response, in writing, within 20
calendar days £rom receipt of this letter, indicating BILM's
willingness to participate in the RI/FS. EPA may later
invite BLM to undertake the design and implementation of the
selected remedy upen our completlon of the RI/FS.

— e 2

cin your lebtes, plevase ludleabe Lhc appcupeiabe DIM
Project Manager name, address, and telephone number for
further contact. Your letter should be sent to:

Jennlfer Decker

Toxles and Waste Managetent Division
Mail Code T-4-3

U.5. EPa, REQian g

21% Premont Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

in aadition rwo this nouification, ®BA would like Lo oblLain
certain information from you to assist us in the RI/FS,
We are interested in any information that you have on tha
followling: :

l. The total volume of asbestos, in cublc meters, and
the methods used to generate, smtore, treat, dispose
of, or otherwise handle the asbestos, and when and
where this activity occurred. Please describe
locations as precisely as posaible; e.g., for on-site
activities, smpecify where on the site the activity
took place, This information should include, but
not be limlted te, information pertaining to ponds,
tanks or other units which were hisgtorically used to
gtore or disposs of harardous substancee but which
no longer exlist, and information, including correspon-
dence between BLM, the Atlas Asbestog Company or
other parties, pertaining to any wastes which were
or are now bpeing discharged £rom the mine facllity
into a pond or other areas within the adjacent
property.
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2. Any photographms, maps, or diagrams, regardless of
their date, which are in the possession of BLM or
any of its divisions or contractors, which show the
mine facllity, adjacent areas of the neighboring
mill, drainage patterns, or areas on which hazardous
substances have been or may be located ingluding
transportation to off~site areas.

3. The identity of any other person oy persons, as
defined in CERCLA Section 101{21), who you belleve
may have any information, documante, or other materials
addressed in the preceeding three paragraphg: and &
brief description of the information you believe
they may have.

In responding to the above request, please describe the
types of records that were maintained by BLM, including the
date of ehe rooordo, the author of the racords, the nurrant
location of the records, and the current custodlan and all
efforts thal were Laken te idantify ehepe roocordo. If, in
responding to the above reguest, information was obtained through
amployes interviews, indicate s in your letter and provide
the names of the employees interviewed. We would appreciate
receiving your responas to this request for additional information
as soon as possible, but within 30 days would be very helpful
to us. ——

We look foward to working closely with the BLM staff
in the future. Should you have any questions regarding the
site or this letter, please feel free¢ Lo contast Jennlifer
Pecker, the Remedial Project Manager, at (415) 974-8161 or
myself at (415) 974-7460.

Sincerely,

T )G

Jeff felikson
Acting Director
Toxies & Waste Management Division
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cc:  John Wise, Deputy Regional Administrator
Tan Wartnr, NFfine nf Reglonal Coungel, EPA Reglon 9
Jennifer Decker, Remedial Project Manager, EPA Region 8
Director, Office of Waste Programs Enforgemaent, EPA
Jwanine Jones, California Department of Health Serviges
Gary Caropzza, Fresne County Health Department/APCD
Lonnle Waco, Roglonzl Water Quality fantrnl Raavd

Cedsdn. /
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ATLAS AND COALINGA
PROJECT SCHEDULE .
The following Iakle lists 1he significant projeet milestones and project
delivernbles for the remainder of the RI/FS. v
Mitestone Date

EPA approval af expanded air SAPP 8/31/87
Begin intensive air sampling 9/ 14/87
Submit inventory of I)oteminl ashestos

sources reporl to EPA 9/18/87
Camplite air sampling 10/2/87
Complele soil sampling 10/9/87
Submit streaniwater sampling data report 10115787
Remove/move met station from site [ 1/6/87
Submit air sampling (8/86 and 3/87) data repor{ (0 EPA 11/20/87
Receive draft Population and Pathway Churacterization

Report from Risk Assessmenl Subconiractor 12/1787
Receive air data from CLP 12/47187
Receive 50il data from CLP - 12/11187
Subimlt meicorologleal dula repont 1o EPA 12031187
Receive final Population and Pathway Characterization

Report from Risk Assessment Subcontracior 1/4/88
Submil soil sarmpling data report to BPA 1/15/88
Submit updated air sampling (8/86, 3/87 and 9/87) data .

report 10 EPA 1/22/88
Receive draflt Endangerment Assessment Report

from Risk Assessment Subcontracior 2/5/88
Submit site characterization repont to EPA 3/4/88%
Receive final Endangerment Assessment Report

from Risk Assessment Subcontractor 3/4188
Submit Draft RI Report to EPA 4729788
Receive EPA comments on Ri Report 5/20/88

3 fho ’ ‘ -‘z{rﬁ“‘ 27/ :
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Submit Final RI Report 19 EPA
Submi( Draft FS Report to EPA
Receive T~4 EPA Comments on FS
Revised Deaft '8

Receive EPA/State Commenis on 8
Fina! Draft FS

Start Public Comment Period
Compleie Public Comment Period
Draft ROD

ROD Comments

Final ROD

=3 )
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6/17/88
1188
715/88
871788
9/ 1788
9/30/8%
10/15/88
F1/15/88
12/1/88
02/01/89
02/28/89
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